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FRANCE   AND   EGYPT
[CHAJP. IX
I never shall advise anything which would be against the interests and honour of yourself, your Government or your country, in which I have so great a stake myself. The great thing now is not to refuse to negotiate with France, even if it should end in nothing. Still for the King Louis Philippe there is an immense strength and facility in that word nous nego-cions " ; with this he may get over the opening of the session, and this once done, one may hope to come to a conclusion. Since I wrote to Lord Melbourne to-day, I have received a letter from the King, of the 19th, i.e. yesterday, in which he tells me, " Pourvu qu'H y ait, pour^ commencer, des negoma-tions, cela me donne une grande force."
I have written yesterday to him most fully a letter he may show Thiers also concerning the armaments.    I think that my arguments will make some impression on Thiers     The King writes me word that by dint of great exertion he had brought Thiers to be more moderate.    If it was possible to bring France and Mehemet Ah' to agree to the greatest part of the Treaty, it will be worth while for everybody to consent.    The way to brine France to join in some arrangement, and to take the engagement to compel Mehemet to accept it   would be the best practical way to come to a conclusion.^ It is probable, though I know nothing about it in any positive way, that the efforts of getting possession of Syria will fail, if the country itself does not take up arms on a large scale, which seems not to be believed.                                         .
To conclude then my somewhat hurried argumentation, the greatest thing is to negotiate. The negotiation cannot now have the effect of weakening the execution as that goes on and it may have the advantage of covering the non-success if that should take place, which is at all events possible if not probable. May I beg you to read these few confused words to Lord Melbourne as a supplement of my letter to him. Darmes says that if Chartres had been with the King he would not have fired, but that his reason for wishing to kill the King was his conviction that one could not hope for war till he was
6It 'is really melancholy to see the poor King taking this acharnement very much to heart, and upon my word, the other Powers of Europe owe it to themselves and to him to do everything to ease and strengthen his awful task.
What do you say to poor Christina's departure ? * I am sorry for it, and for the poor children. She is believed to bo very rich.
1 Queen Christina abdicated the Begency of Spain, and went to Paris. May General Espartero, Duke of Vittoria, was appointed sole Eegent.
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